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The anthology constitutes the fi rst volume of the series “European 
Civil Society” that contributes to the debate of how and to what 
extent Civil Society provides avenues for the further integration of 
Europe. The volume, edited by Matthias Freise, takes a fresh look at 
Europeanization and the democratization of European governance.
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Taco Brandsen (Radboud University Nijmegen), Freda 
Donoghue (Trinity College, Dublin), Matthias Freise (Univer -
sity of Muenster), Michael Meyer (Vienna University of 
Economics and Business Administration), Filip Wijkström 
(Stockholm School of Economics), and Annette Zimmer 
(University of Muenster)

About the series
Civil Society has gained momentum in the social sciences. 
Civil society organizations are active in numerous policy 
fi elds. They are engaged in advocacy as well as in service 
provision. Members, volunteers, philanthropists and sponsors 
are key stakeholders of civil society organizations. Policy 
experts and politicians alike look to the organizational 
infrastructure of associations, foundations, clubs and mutual 
societies in their search for new approaches to welfare 
provision and participation in the complex world of post-
modernity. 

The series provides an interdisciplinary forum for discussing 
the theory and practice of civil society, with a special focus on 
European issues. The series invites contributions from the 
various disciplines of the social sciences, particularly from 
business and public administration, economics, history, 
political science, sociology, and law. The series is comparative 
in its outlook and focus on European issues. Its key concern is 
the investigation of participatory governance within the 
multi-level structure of European polities, policies and politics. 
Hence the series focuses on the topic of how the European 
Union, member states and European societies manage to 
face the challenges of the future. Against this background, 
the series will cover a broad spectrum of issues, ranging from 
civic engagement, volunteering, protest movements and 

corporate citizenship to public private partnerships between 
state, market and civil society. At the organizational level, the 
series addresses the subject of the “hybridization” of 
management procedures as well as the different modes of 
embeddedness of civil society organizations in the European 
environments, determined by the legacy of history and by 
common or civil law traditions.

Authors and target groups
The series is closely linked to EU-funded networks, research 
projects, and most prominently to the “European PhD Network 
on the Third Sector and Civil Society” (see www.civilsociety.se) 
that serves as a forum of discussion and scholarly work on civil 
society and its organizations in a European context. Particularly 
young scholars of civil society are invited to contribute to the 
series. Moreover, the series provides an outlet for anthologies 
based on international conferences, PhD dissertations, and 
monographs that refl ect the diversity and intellectual richness 
of the emerging fi eld of civil society studies in Europe. The 
series addresses academia as its core target group as well as a 
wider public of journalists, policy experts, journalists and last 
but not least civil society activists.

Editors and selection procedure
Its editorial board, consisting of leading scholars in the fi elds 
of political science, sociology, economics as well as business 
and public administration, refl ects the multidisciplinary 
nature of the series. To meet high qualitative standards, 
prospective contributions to the series will be carefully 
reviewed by the editorial board that works in close co-
operation with a team of advisory editors with a high 
reputation in the fi eld of civil society research. Interested 
authors should get in touch with the editors through esc@
npm-online.de.
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